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i. THE A 

Laſt Dying Speeches and Confeſſions 

| OF'THE 
Prifoners who were EXECUTED on Friday the 


Twenty Second of this inſtant OFobep - 


And more eſpecially of 


Francis Nicholſon, 


Who is to be Hanged in Chains upon Honnſlow-Heath, for 
barbaroufly Murthering Mr. Di»-bleby of Hampton-conrt, 
for the promiſed Reward of Forty ſhillings. 


And of the Penitenee of Ralph Markland 
a Notorions C L I PPE R, who was Reprieved.. 

| AS ALSO | LO 

Of FOHN NEALE who was Executed at Tyburr. 


With the Behaviour of thoſe other five who received Sentence - 
the laſt Seſfions, but Three were Reprieved, and Tworeceived Pardons» © 


1 


Hough ſeldome any Seſſions ends without being atterided with Tragica! E- 
events, yet ſo prone is Man to burry himſelf upon dangers,that are (ill at- 
tended with ignominy and ſhame , tbat no Examples are'of wcight to re- 
train him from the villanies that are the cauſers of. bis miſeries + although 

the danger is imminent, and the Law preſcribes it death to ad them. , yet the hopes of 
| eſcaping, the Eyes of Men, prompts them on in ſecret , "axtl effcourager them to dip 
their bands in Blood, and to perpetrate other Crimes, little inferiour to the ſame 5 not 
imagining that the all-ſteing God,who xever flumbers,but with an Eternal wike'views 
the large circumference of Heaven and Earth , bebolds their dark contrivances, and 
-- when he pleaſes, brings them to the bar of Fuſtice, to auſwer ia 'the open day for deeds 
of darkneſs, and receive ſuch puniſhments as they have merited 3 for through the ma* 
ny Ages ſince the world began , it bas been curiouſly obſerved amongſt the multiplicity 
of evils that bave happened , that ſeldome the ſhedders of Innocent blood Wave eſcaped 
ſeor- free , but by one means or other bave been brought t9lighr , though many.years 
þ ave intervexed, which (as the Murtberers thought) were like veils to bid: their 
guilts or bury them in oblivion , but like Agag they were'deceived, when they flatte- 

red themſetves with {ſurely the fearof death is over-palt.) 3 0d 
Bat the younglter, of whole untimely though delerved'end E intend to b:gin 
withal, had not fo much deliberation 3 for having done the horrid March:r, and 
Robbed the party Murthered, ofa Watch, Money, and other things, he,made a- 
way to Loxdon With all ſpeed, but was taken about St. Mirtins i# the fieldr,in an- 
other Robbery, fo that he was fo far wrought upon by hellith p-r{walzon, that he 
rather than to ask Heaven pardon for Gne of the fouleſt and baſcit Murthers that 
has lately been heard of , added guilt fo guilt 3: fo that being tak:n, he was com- 
mitted to the County-Goale of Newgate, and the lafi Seſſions brought to the Bar, 
where he was Indicted by the Nzme of Fraxcis Nicho!ſon, for Marthering on the 
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Sixteenth of September laſt, one Mr.Dimbleby, a ſcrvant to the Wardrobe-keeper 
of Hampton: court 3 and with him as acceſſaty to the {aid Murther , was hkewilc 
Indicted one George Granger, a Coachman to a p;r[on of Quality 3 Nicholſon bc- 
ing by Trade a Carpenter , upon his fiſt Apprehenhon ard now at the Bar did 
confeſs, that he himſelf did the Murderz having in a moti barbarous manner 
cleft his Head with an Ax, which was produced in Court. But healfo added, 
That the Coxchman Arraigned with him did put him upon , and bribe him to 
do that horrid Deed 3 becaule, he (aid, he had tpoken ill words of ſomebody be 
| belong'd to; promiſing to give him Fourty Shillings and a better thing [ for fo 
were his words] for the ſame , and that thereupon: he did it 3 but had no body 
could prove any of all this. Only it was proved , that when it was told the 
Coachman, that ſuch an one was Murdered, he ſaid , Ic was no matter, for he 
uſed to ſpcak ill of a Perſon of Quzlity, or words to that cftke , on which he 
was taken upon Suſpicion, But this din not ſcem a ſufficient prooffto Convict, 
ſeveraliperſons of Efteemecliifying his honeſt Converſation, &c. ſo he was found 
Not Guilty. But the other , who confcſſed he did the Musder , and atterwards 
took the Gentlemans Money out of his Pockets and ti» Watch , which when he 
was taken he was found expotling to ſale, was moii jutily Condemned , and re» 
ceived Sentence of death, being much dej-&ed , and iooked as it a lumpilh hea» 
vinc(s or ſtupifying inſenſibility had fecrzcd him 3; all that could be got out of him 


was, that he did the Murther, and that the Coachman hired him , he having at- 


tetpted ir three times Eeſore , but hadifſho power to do it 3 ſo powcrlul is Con- 
ſcience to check ſuch bold and unlawful Enterprizes , till by obſtinacy it is ſeared, 
or put to filence, During the interview of time, between Sentence and Execu- 
tion, he many times was obſerved to retire in private, and firive to pray, but was 
often over-powred, with ſtrong temptaions, till by the prevalent prayers of (ſeveral 
Godly Miniſters, heaven was entreated, and by power divine melted his fiony 
heart , ſo that he was obſerved to weep and bemoan himſelf for his miſcdecds , 
ſceming very willing to Dye , fo that he might be ſure of an Immortal ſlate of 
happineſs hereafter, deſiring all to pray for him, that the blood that lay ſo heavy 
on: his Conſcience, might be waſhed away by the precioas blood of 'his merciſul 
Redeemer , and fo continued for the molt part, not bcing ſo much as daunted 
when the Smith came to take meaſure of him, in ordes to the making of his 
Chains for ſuch was his doon , to be hanged up inthe ſame, as a terrible Ex- 
ample to all ſuch bold and deſperate wretches , that {hall dare cauleleſly to de- 
firoy the Image of their great Creator. - In the morning betimes he was convey- 
cd with a great Guard and a numerous company of people, who went out of cu- 
ziofity to Hownflow-beath , as near as was convenient to the place where the Mur- 
ther was done, and there Hanged till he was dead} and then the Irons riveted a- 
bout his Neck, and under his Arms , and therc left a diſmal fpeRacle to all that 
paſs that way. | | "oh | 
Where leaving him, I ſhall proceed to the reft, which was Ralph Mark- 
land for High-Treafon \ bc received his Tryal with his Wife, and Maid-(cr- 
vant, ang a Retiner that dwelt in Grab-flreet, all Indicted, for High-Trea- 
ſon, - for Clipping and Impairing the Kings Coinz Markiaxd had for- 


merly been a Brewer, and lived in good faſhion, but failed, and was Impriſoned 


in the Kzxgs-Bench y there Poverty, and- an I! Conſcience . and bad Company, 
taughe him this miſchievous Clipping Tradez which he has fince followed co great 
advantage, living like'a Gentleman by the Ditch-fide 1n Black:fryars. The Evi- 
dence againſt him, was, One that being informed he was a Chpper, got a War- 
rant, and'in frarch 

juſt newly Clipr ,and not ſo much as rounded 3 and alſo two low ficols on which 


they were wont to tub the Money after they had Circumciſed it. Another perſon 


a poor woman gathering Herbs in St. Georges fields, found two pair of ſhears,and 
being 


ing hi: Houſe, found a ſhilling under a Cheſt of Drawers, . 
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being adviſed to carry them to ſomes Workmen that made ſuch Inſtruments, hay- 
zned to light on the very Man that mad<c them, who being examined, (wore that. 
he fold them to Mr.Mark{aud , and that what with new-fteeling, and all, he had 
had of him four pair. Markland was askt what uſc he put thoſe ſhears to, being 
a Brewer,which Trade has no need of ſuch Toolsz wherefore being able to aſſign 
no occaſion, he utterly denyed that he had any ſhears at all of the Witneſs, which 
rendred all the reſt of his detence little regardable. But beſides , there was one 
ſwore,that he had bargained with him to give him twenty two ſhillings in Clipt 
Money,for Twenty ſhillings tair and large, and that he had actually allowed him 
that advantage, they having dealt ſo long on that ſcore, as to have Exchanged 
five or ſix hundred pounds. But that which put all out of doubt , was the Tefti- 
mony of one of the ſame Gang, that he had aQually ſeen him Clipping , fo that 
there was no colour of excuſe, but he was found guilty. After he had received 
| Sentence, he behaved himſelf with great patience , carrying a Map of ſorrow in 
his face, and with a fincere penitence, bewailing his miſ-doing, and the fraud he 
had put upon the Nation, by diminiſhing the lawful Coin , and taking from c- 
very thilling to the valuc cf two pence , and from every halt-Crown three pence. 
His Sentence was as the Law requires in that caſe , tobedrawn upon a Hurdle to 
the-place of Exccation, and there to be Hanged and Quartered. In Newgate he 
was obſerved to be exceeding penitent, and had abundance of friends and ac- 
-quaintance came to viſit him z, as likewiſc ſeveral gaod Miniſters, Phyſicians of 
the Soul, whoſe good inlfiructions are the great Preſervatives againſt the ſecond 
death,by tirengithning them for co refitt the temptations that at the near approach 
of this diflolution are forcible and many , for then the ſubtle tempter is moſt bu- 
fie with lus falſc ſuggetiions. He ſeemed very willing, had it been in his power, 
co make reſtitution tor the wrong he had done , but not being in a capacity , he 
delired that all good Chrifiians would accept of the will for the deed, and fo con- 
tinued till che great ſummons of death bid bim prepare him for Immortality. 
The Retiner had been formen)y queſtioned and got off, and fo to he did now, 
there being no dire prot, but that he held a Correſpondence with the other,&c. 
ſo neither could it be tixt on his Wife or Maid, that they were actually concerned 
in, or privy foit, though ſome Evidence and Circumſtances were oftered to that 
purpole 3 fo theſe three were Acquitted. 
A little Boy,fcarce high enough to peep over the Bar, was Convicted of petty 
' Larceny,for ficaling a Gentleman's Handkerchief : And an honetiCoal-heaver to- 
wards Ratcliffe, who alſo keeps aViqualing- houfe, was Indicted on a matter, which 
in it ſelt appearcd by che Evidence to be a very barbarous Robbery,and a great dral 
of Plate and other things of conſiderable Value fiollenz amongſt which was a 
Watch, which the now Priſoner bringing to a Watchmakers only to know its 
* value, and there being Bills abroad deſcribing it, the fame was fiopt, and there- 
upon the Priſoner queſtioned : who proved by ſaſficient Witneſſcs, that the 
manner of his coming by it was thus 3 A perſon owing him eighteen pence (as he 
kept a publick-houfe) comes and pays it, and afterwards in diſcourtc tells him, 
that if he would lend him twenty Shilliongs,he would leave him a fathcicnt Pawn. 
The man at firſt refuſed, but was at laſt prevailed upon by his Importunity to do it, 
the other promiling to return the Money in two or tlizee Hours 3 but not hearing 
of him for a long time, goes as aforeſaid to enquire the value of his Pawn : Nor 
had hz been wanting in endeavours to finde our the Fellow that broughgt to 
him 3 which as yet he had not been {able to do , thoug h he had been at"great 
Charges therein : Whercforc proving the delivery of ic co him, and alfo produ- 
ciog people of Credir that juſtitied his Reputation, he was Acquitted, but juſt bc- 
tore Exccution received a Reprieve. | 
Elizabeth Hull received Scatence with the former , for ſtealing Twenty eight 
pounds from one Mr.Hadeock, with whom the had lived in the manner of a Scr- 
vaiit, 
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vant , but watching her opportunity, broke open his Trunk, and took out the a+ 
foreſaid Monies. The proof was plain again her, nor could ſhe deny it, but af- 
tex Sentence heartily repented. her of ſuch her miſ-doing , defiripg pardon for 
her Offence, ſaying ſhe was perſwaded toir, and that ſhe hoped God.gnd her 
Maſier would forgive her, as ſhe freely forgave all that had done her any injuiy , 
and fo continued very penitent, bewailing much her miferable fiate, | 

Priſcilla Wyn, and Katherine Fohbnſon received Sentence with the reſt for feve- 
ral Robberies , the former for ficaling a Silver Porringer, and latter for ftcaling 
Cloth, and a Silver Tankard 3 Fobnſon had bcen an old Off:nder, and went by 
ſeveral Names but by pleading their Bellies were fouud pregnant, and there- 
upon Execution was ltaid till the time they hall be Delivered. ; 

Edward IWhitwick and Fohn Watkins received Sentence allo tor killing of one 
Smith a Watchman, he being wounded by the latter on the 29th of May laſt,and 
dyed about the 18th of September 3 the former was aCoſter-monger or Fruiterer, 
and the latter a Gardiners they lived both of them in the Pariſh of St.Fames's - 
Clerkenwell, And at their recciving of Sentence, the Jury entreated the Court 
to requeſt the Kings Mercy for them which was accordingly done, and they 
- received their Pardons. | 

John Neale, a young-Fellow, was found guilty of a Felony and 
Burglary ; he and Eleven more of the Gang , violently entring in- 
toa Countrey: houſe, and binding the people , took away Goods of 
a great value, and Nineteen pound in ready Money. The Miſtreſs 
of the Houſe Swore direqly that the Priſoner was one of them , ſo 
did alſo another priſoner who was 1n the Robbery, and that he him- 
ſelf made Four pound of his ſhare of the booty 3- nor did the Crimi- 
nal at Bar deny the Fact. But a Broker Indicted as acceſlary,after ha- 
ving bought a Wedding Ring---which the Gentlewomarn found in ht3 ' 
ſhop, made ſhift to get off, but he was Condemned for the aforeſaid 
Robbery, having been an old Thief, as well at the Foot-pad as break- 
ing Houſes. He very much importuned the Bench for Tranſportation, 
but it would not be' granted him ; ſo that being carried back to New- 
gate, he began to confult his Eternal welfare, and was very ſollici- 
tous with ſeveral Miniſters to come to beſtow their good Inſtructi- 
ons upon theſe dying wretches 1n general, and to be jaltrufted how 
to make his peace with Heaven before he parted with his Mortal 
ſtate for Immortality, often defiring to hear diſcourſe about Eterni- 
ty, and to be made ſenſible what that unbounded Infinity was, whe- 
ther it was comprehended by time, or had no end, deliring the pray- 
ers of all who came to viſit him, ſaying, He had beer a grievous” 
| Sinner, but hoped that God: would pardon the follies of bis Touth; 
and if he might live, he would ftrive co regain the time he had fo 
vainly ſpent : But having been a notorious Offender, received the 
reward of his Crimes, according to his Sentence. | 

Thus may all Iooſe people ſee, and take warning by the untimely 
En& of theſe poor Wretches, leſt the Devil tempt them to the like 
Villaates, and they wiſh they had been ſo wiſe as not to have done 


them, when it will þe :too late. 
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